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City of Mount Washington 

Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 

July 9, 2018 

 

 

Mayor Armstrong called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following Council Members 

present: Gayle Troutman, Sandra Hockenbury, Greg Gentry, Mike Holt and William G Maddox. 

Troy Barr was absent. 

 

Also present were: City Attorney Bailey Taylor, City Treasurer Alice Harris, City Administrator 

Dawn Hardin, Public Works Director Ronnie Fick, Chief Roy Daugherty, City Engineer Dave 

Derrick and Assistant Chief Rodney Hockenbury.  

 

Mayor Armstrong reminded anyone wanting to speak to please sign in at the podium. 

 

City Treasurer Alice Harris led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

Mayor Armstrong asked those present to take a moment of reflection. 

 

Minutes 

Councilman Gentry made and Councilman Troutman seconded a motion to approve the Regular 

Council Meeting for June 25, 2018 with a correction to reflect that Councilman George Maddox 

was in attendance at the 6/25/18 meeting. Motion Carried. 

 

Police Report 

Chief Daugherty read the police report for the month of June 2018.  Councilman Maddox asked 

if most of the Burglar Alarms were false alarms.  Chief Daugherty said yes they were. 

 

Ordinance (s)  

FIRST READING SPONSORED BY COUNCILMAN GENTRY 

A) Bailey Taylor read the first reading of an ordinance relating to the request to amend 

recorded zoning restrictions of 13.56 acres on Bogard Lane and river Crest Drive owned 

by River Crest Development. 

 

FIRST READING – SPONSORED BY COUNCILMAN HOLT 

B) An ordinance relating to the rezoning of 5.0538 acres from AG Agricultural to B1 

Highway Business, property owned by Stout’s Brother’s Farm Inc. located at Bardstown 

Road and Hope Street. 

 

 

Sign In Sheet 

Eric Farris representing the development for the property being rezoned distributed a zoning plat 

exhibit and topography layout of the site for the city council and panel to review. Eric Farris 

stated the mayor described the property in question very well and would not reiterate the location 

of the property. Mr. Farris announced that Justin and Travis Broughton; brothers were in 

attendance tonight to answer any questions regarding the type of facility being proposed for this 
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property. Mr. Farris said the project is an estimated $2.5 to $3 million, 25,000 to 30,000 square 

foot building that plans to be named Robert Alexander Center for Recovery.  He said this will be 

a 40 to 50 inpatient bed facility to assist people in recovery and 10% of the facility will be 

dedicated to the local need and scholarships will be served regardless of their ability.  Mr. Farris 

said a facility with this many beds will employ as many as 40 employees as well and will require 

24/7 care and medical professionals on staff.  In the record submitted to planning and zoning is a 

list of individuals in support of this project Eric said, He also asked everyone in attendance 

tonight who would like to show your support to please stand, there were 15 people who stood to 

show their support.  Eric Farris asked if there were any questions from the City Council. 

 

Mayor Armstrong stated that the Broughton’s have come before the City Council previously and 

several occasions to discuss the possibility of this facility many times and did so in a good 

fashion. 

 

Councilman Holt stated that it was mentioned that people who do not have the means to pay for 

this treatment or may not have insurance he wants to clarify that there is help for situations like 

this? 

 

Justin Broughton said there are scholarships in place to assist people without any financial means 

and said there are many options throughout the State of Kentucky they can utilize at their 

disposal; Justin also said they have already been helping people from this area for the past 5 

years.  He said if someone calls their admissions line they will assure an option for treatment.   

 

Councilman Maddox asked if this facility will be the initial contact or will this be the next step 

after someone who has been through another treatment facility and recovered.  Justin said they 

will be the initial contact.   

 

Barry Armstrong asked where the main access road will be to the facility.  Greg Buky said the 

main access road is already there and the entrance will be off of Hope Street.   

 

Councilman Maddox asked what the purpose for the 8 foot fence around the facility that was 

required by planning and zoning. 

 

Eric Farris said primarily it is the requirement to separate B1 from a Residential zone with a 

some kind of buffer  and a sense of security and separation, he said that this height of a fence 

was  recommended and he said it will be designed to create a court yard and will be aesthetically 

pleasing as well. 

 

Councilman Gentry stated that there was a portion of the Stout’s Property that was not changed 

and wanted to verify.  Eric Farris said that was correct. 

 

Councilman Gentry also stated the city is already in an agreement with the Stout’s for cleanup on 

existing other properties and asked where we were on this agreement.  Greg Buky said this is a 

separate property and the only thing that needs to be removed on this said property is trees. 
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Councilman Holt said there are so many people have someone in their family or know someone 

who has been touched by some form of addictions and said he believes this is a facility that our 

community needs and he commend the Broughton’s for their dedication and for taking a project 

like this on. 

 

Mayor Armstrong stated this is a first reading of the two related zoning ordinances and there will 

be a second reading held at our next schedule council meeting. 

 

Jim Rudio, a resident of Mt. Washington discussed the water and sewer rate increase and wanted 

to know why they increased not only the water but also the sewer and there was already an 

increase 6 months ago.  

 

Mayor Armstrong said the municipal sewers do not have anything to do with the increase that 

was passed along from Louisville Water Company.  Mayor Armstrong ensured him there is only 

a rate increased annual effective July 1st.  The mayor said there is an ordinance currently in place 

that allows the city council to increase the water rates that are implemented by Louisville Water 

Company and to also include the CPI. 

 

Mr. Rudio also discussed his water pressure being very low on or near the 3rd  of July and said he 

was concerned that in the event someone setting off fireworks near his home that he would not 

be able to put out the fire if they should land on his roof.  Mr. Rudio suggested a better 

notification system to inform people of no water, boil water advisory or water main breaks and 

also to inform them when the water is restored. 

 

Ronnie Fick stated there is an automated calling system in place to notify customers and citizens 

of these instances.  Mr. Fick said the customers must sign up for these notifications and provide a 

telephone number to be notified. 

 

Mr. Rudio also wanted to discuss the old rusty water tower located at Armstrong Lane and wants 

to know why there is a new concrete tower being built instead of just painting the old tower. 

 

Mayor Armstrong stated the new water tower has been an ongoing project for several years 

which will provide more efficient water pressure to our customers and lower maintenance cost 

and will be able to allow the removal of the old Armstrong Water Tower as well as the Evans 

Lane Water Tower.  This tower will be able to hold 2 million gallons of water. 

 

Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Armstrong said as everyone may be aware the city sold the Mt. Washington Diner and 

said that the inventory that was inside the diner has been selling on GovDeals.com and said the 

city has recovered an upward of $9,000 more than the purchase price and said there are still a 

few more items yet to sell. 

 

Mayor Armstrong shared the statistics of historically billed property taxes billed there are only 

$70,000 unpaid, he said in 2017 there was $1.2 million billed and there are 7,903 unpaid.   
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The mayor also stated properties that have easements through their property for public right-of-

ways or utility easements, the responsibility to maintain, cut and weed eat the grass is that of the 

property owners and not the city. 

 

Report from Council 

Councilman Gentry asked if the city is doing work at the senior citizens building.  Ronnie said 

yes we are building a berm so we can plant trees. 

 

Councilman Gentry also asked what all the digging is for on the other side of HWY 44 E across 

from the dollar store. Ronnie said the state is working on the tile where it’s been washing out.  

 

Councilman Maddox said the digital sign on the bypass is hard to see because the trees need to 

be trimmed.  Ronnie said the only bad thing about trimming this time of year is you take a 

chance on killing them. 

 

Executive Session 

Councilman Gentry made and Councilwoman Hockenbury seconded motion to enter into 

executive session at 7:30PM in accordance with KRS 61.810 for the purpose of litigation and 

personnel. Motion carried.  

 

Reconvene 

Councilwoman Hockenbury made and Councilman Gentry seconded a motion to reconvene into 

regular council meeting at 8:10PM. Motion carried. Bailey Taylor stated there was discussion on 

personnel and pending litigation and no final action was taken. 

 

Adjournment 

Councilman Troutman made and Councilwoman Hockenbury seconded a motion to adjourn at 

8:11 PM Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________   _________________________________ 

Barry Armstrong     Elizabeth D. Hardin 

Mayor       City Administrator 

 

 


