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City of Mount Washington 

Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 

August 12, 2019 

Fick Hall 

 

Mayor Armstrong called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following Council Members 

present Greg Gentry, Mike Holt, Gayle Troutman, Troy Barr, Daniel Dooley and Sandra 

Hockenbury. 

 

Also, present were: City Attorney Hayden Sweat, City Administrator Dawn Hardin, City 

Treasurer Alice Harris, Chief Troy Pitcock, and City Engineer Dave Derrick. Public works 

Director was absent. 

 

Mayor Armstrong reminded anyone wanting to speak to sign in at the podium. 

 

Alice Harris led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

Mayor Armstrong asked those present to take a moment of reflection and also keep in your 

thoughts and prayers the family of Joetta Calhoun, former City Council Member and Mayor who 

recently passed away.  

 

Minutes 

Councilman Holt made, and Councilman Troutman seconded a motion to approve the Regular 

Council Meeting for July 22, 2019. Motion Carried.  

 

Police Report 

Chief Pitcock read the Police report for the month of July 2019. 

 

Sign in Sheet 

Janet Hughes addressed the City Council and read aloud a letter that she sent to the Mayor 

regarding the 1973 ordinance regarding the owner/ occupant being jointly liable for water bills.  

She also thanked Mayor Armstrong for his response but wanted to respond to his letter.  She 

addressed her concerns about the policy that requires landlord’s to be required to pay a deposit 

on rental accounts and that the mayor stated this was a requirement for everyone.  Mrs. Hughes 

also said she believes it was not required of the Baptist Church for pay a deposit for one of their 

rental houses. Mrs. Hughes stated she has a proposal for the City Council that would waive the 

rental deposits for all rental properties of landlords who have good standing credit in Mt. 

Washington. Mrs. Hughes says she raised this issue years ago and still holds the same position 

today that landlords should not be responsible for paying the unpaid water bills of their tenants.   

 

The Mayor said he, City Council and City Administration all have a responsibility to continue to 

provide clean source of water to our citizens and customers.  The mayor said there is a rate chart 

that is adopted and if a customer utilizes 0-2499 gallons of water the minimum rate applies and 

there is not a prorated amount.  The mayor suggested that landlords increase their rental deposits 

to cover these expenses that may occur. The mayor also stated the city increased the rental 

deposit from$100 to $200 which will also help absorb the final bills as well as unpaid bills 
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incurred. The Mayor also said that he did waive the Church deposit and said that he would 

address this with them and require them to pay a deposit if need be.   

 

Mayor Armstrong quoted a case law that prevailed, and it stated that the landlord as well as the 

tenant is a consumer of the water. 

 

The mayor also stated the city has no control over who landlord rent their properties too and do 

not have control over their credit worthiness.  

 

Janet said she feels that there are policies that can be made to make it friendly to landlords.  

 

The mayor stated there has been a policy recently implemented that he believes will be more 

informative regarding notification to the landlord upon a delinquency on a property they own. 

 

Councilman Holt said he believes that this process needs to be discussed and look into in the 

future.   

 

Councilman Barr stated that he and his father both own rental property and at the end of the day 

regardless if you like it or not some people just disappear leaving utilities unpaid and the 

responsibility became theirs to pay to reinstate that utility service.  

 

Phil Barnhouse thanked the mayor and council for all they do.  Phil Barnhouse is also a landlord 

and just wants to clarification on what the timeline on the billing cycle of the water bills are. He 

also wants to know what the process is for a customer who receives a hardship request to extend 

their bill. He stated that the deposit being raised to 200, and if there is a 90-day cycle, by the time 

the bill is finalized the deposit should cover that now and the landlord should be okay.   Dawn 

Hardin stated customers may request a hardship request to extend their payment to avoid 

disconnect one time per quarter, but the bill is not extended past the next bill due date. Phil 

Barnhouse said that clarified what he needed and stated that he understands we have to follow 

the ordinance.   

 

Joe Mills said he is representing Mr. Abell and Mrs. Ryan on their rezoning request.  Joe stated 

there was a unanimous decision by the Planning and Zoning Commission to rezone from R1 to 

B1 and to his knowledge there was no objections made at the hearing. He stated this property 

would be utilized as commercial use and there are similar zonings in the area such as Pearl’s and 

that there is a church on both sides of this property as well as some residential. Joe reminded 

everyone that when a commercial zoning is adjacent to a residential zoning there are additional 

restrictions regarding the setbacks and also requirements on fencing and berms.  Joe Also stated 

he knows in the past the City Council has allowed B1 with B2 restrictions. Joe mentioned that 

one restriction in B1 allows drive-in windows and said if they would possibly allow this as an 

exception to an exception or however you want to state it, this is something they could discuss. 

Discussion followed. Joe said they do not have a specific use for this property at this time but 

just like anyone else they want to be able to receive the best offer and the best they can for their 

property.  The Mayor said he understands that and said that the position that the city is in needs 

to be the best for all in our community. 
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Councilman Gentry asked Joe Mills if the request was made for B1.  Joe Mills stated that the 

request was initially made as B1 but stated he was aware of an email that the mayor received 

earlier on that the request was being made as B2. The mayor stated that the concerns of a 

commercial building constructed to the road on Stringer Lane and Hwy 44E raises concerns for 

the safety of traversing in out of the property.  

 

The mayor raised concerns regarding making the request B2 if that would require it to go back 

before Planning and Zoning. Hayden Sweat said we could not change the zoning request but 

could except the B1 zoning request with restrictions. The mayor raised concerns about changing 

the zoning to B1 which would allow most everything and not knowing what the intent of the use 

of the property is, once rezoned then the city will not have any recourse for what may go in there 

in the future. The mayor asked if there could possibly be a deed restriction. Joe Mills said there 

are options available and would be willing discuss the specifics. 

 

The mayor stated that there was a recent denial for a B1 property formerly known as the 

Rodenkamp Farm and this property is only an estimated 250 ft from this rezoning.  Joe Mills 

stated that there is other similar zoning in the vicinity.  The mayor said just because zoning 

changes were made 25+ years ago doesn’t mean they have to continue today.   

 

Terry Simpson with the Church of Christ which is next door to the property being rezoned.  He 

asked the property owners if this parcel was going to be two separate properties.  The owners 

stated that the property is going to one parcel of land. Mr. Simpson said there may or may not be 

interest from the church purchasing the property for parking but wanted to clarify if this would 

be possible. Joe Mills stated the restriction mention commercial parking lot but doesn’t think that 

a church is deemed a commercial and churches can go in any zoning.  

 

Lori Puchino, the Community Development addressed her concerns and reiterated the fact that 

rezoning’s in the past shouldn’t reflect the decisions being determined now or in the future in the 

regards of what the vision in which we are wanting to move forward with in our community.  

 

The mayor stated since the 2015 comprehensive plan there have been no major changes in the 

area that is requesting a rezoning from an R1 to a B1, there may have been in other areas of the 

county but not in the City of Mt. Washington. 

 

Joe Mills said he believes this a fair and reasonable request and believes there can be further 

discussion to resolve any concerns.  

 

Mr. Tichenor and Tom Stone signed in to discuss the rezoning of the property on Zachary Drive. 

Mr. Tichenor stated the original request for the rezoning was R1 to B2 and once the file was 

submitted it was recommended by the Administrator that use of the property was more suited for 

B1. He stated after reviewing that this type of zoning would be acceptable in either a B1 or a B2 

zoning and said he is willing to work with the City Council on making a determination in the 

restrictions as long as it will meet his clients needs for the use of his business.  
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Ordinances – The City Attorney held the First Readings of the following ordinances: 

 

Mayor Armstrong stated public comment was allowed on the Abell rezoning property located at 

10145 Highway 44E as well as the Buddy James property located on Zachary Drive and the 

second reading of each will be held on the August 26, 2019 Regular Council Meeting.  

 

Mayor Armstrong stated there will be another first reading on the Buddy James property on 

Zachary Drive to assure the ordinance was read clearly as recommended by Bullitt County 

Planning Zoning. 

 

FIRST READING AND SPONSORED BY COUNCILMAN DOOLEY 

A) An ordinance accepting or rejecting the recommendation of Bullitt County Planning and 

Zoning of property owned by Buddy James Properties located at Zachary Drive from R1 

to B1 (see sign in sheet for comments) 

 

SECOND READING- VOTE REQUIRED 

B) The City Attorney read an ordinance amending the water and sewer rates to reflect the 

2019 Louisville Water rate increase including the 2019 CPI to Chapter 50: Water & 

Sewer of the Mt. Washington Code of Ordinances.  Councilman Holt made and 

Councilman Troutman seconded a motion to approve.  Motion carried unanimously by a 

roll call vote of 6 to 0. 

 

The mayor made a statement the he was addressed that there is a hidden cost in the sewer portion 

of a water bill. The mayor clarified that Louisville Water increase was 2.6% the CPI is 1.9% 

which was a total of 4.5% increase on the water rate.  The Mayor stated the ordinance pertaining 

the sewer rates indicate will be the same as the water. The Mayor said historically the sewer rate 

was 132% but was amended to 100% in 2011. The Mayor just wants to inform our customers 

that whatever your consumption is for water will also be the same amount for your sewer and 

this is not hidden.  

 

Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Armstrong said the Code Enforcement Board received a resignation of Sam Staab due to 

moving out of the city and he is recommending that George Maddox be appointed to fill this 

position.  Councilman Gentry made and Councilman Holt seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

The Mayor Reminded everyone that the 2020 Census is quickly approaching and how important 

it is for every citizen to participate. 

 

The Mayor announced the Police Department held the first National Night Out in the Park and 

said he believes it was a success and an estimated attendance of 900. He thanked everyone 

involved including the sponsors and the Fire Department. 

 

Councilman Gentry said he heard a lot of positive feedback regarding the National Night Out. 
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DJ Bowen reported the Farmer’s Market is also a huge success and continues growing and 

reported that 1300 people attended the market last weekend. 

 

Councilman Holt also stated he had a lot of compliments on the new park and the events being 

held there and thanked everyone involved. 

 

Dave Derrick reported on the water tower on Armstrong Lane and said there is welded still going 

on since they raised the tower and said the painting crew will be coming out soon.   

 

Executive Session 

Councilman Troutman made and Councilwoman Hockenbury seconded a motion to enter 

executive session at 8:16 PM in accordance with KRS 61.810. Motion carried. 

 

Reconvene 

At 9:00 PM, Councilman Barr made a motion to go back into the regular meeting, Councilman 

Gentry seconded. Motion carried. 

 

The City Attorney stated there was discussion regarding personnel and litigation, advice was 

given, and no further action was taken.  

 

Adjournment 

Councilman Troutman made, and Councilwoman Hockenbury seconded a motion to adjourn 

9:00 PM Motion carried. 

 

_____________________________   _________________________________ 

Barry Armstrong     Elizabeth D. Hardin 

Mayor       City Administrator 

 


